Cerebellar hemangioblastoma: computed tomographic, angiographic and clinical correlation in seven cases.
Seven patients with histologically confirmed cerebellar hemangioblastomas are reviewed in order to establish computed tomographic (CT), angiographic and clinical characteristics and correlations. Noncontrast CT scans demonstrated most cystic lesions but did not always depict nodules on the cyst wall and small solid tumors. Contrast-enhanced CT scans demonstrated the solid and cystic types of tumors but in some cases angiography better delineated them and the presence of nodules. The CT appearance reflected the pathologic characteristics, which included vascular channels, cyst formation and nodules. Solid tumors enhanced homogeneously and could not be definitively distinguished from other cerebellar neoplasms by CT alone. One atypical undifferentiated tumor appeared as a solid mass with a necrotic center. The CT appearance of associated retinal angiomatosis is also described. Hydrocephalus, gait or appendicular ataxia was the initial clinical presentation in these patients.